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Ces, To r'Y Right Reverend Father in Oh 'D 
HENRY 
Lord Biſhop of LONDON, 


One of His MAJESTY's 
Moſt Honourable PRIVY COUNCIL. 


OUR Lordſhip having /ignified your pleaſure 
i bat the Sermon which you beard, when you 
did us the honour to be preſent at the Open- 
ing of our Pariſh-Church', ſhould be made 

publick ; notwithſtanding my averſeneſs to 

print any thing in Engliſh , yet out of a juf# ſenſe both of 
that Obedience which I owe to Tou as my Biſhop,and of that. 

Kintneſs which I have recerved from Tou as my Patron, 

T have now done it,and herewith make bold to preſent it to. 


Ton. What Effet a Diſcourſe of this Nature will have 


upon the Minds of thoſe who ſhall have ſo much patience as 
to read it , Thnow not. But muſt leave that to him who 
hath the hearts of all men in his hand. My Subjett I ans 
ſure is good and neceſſary - And as for my 208 and pra- 
ical way of handling it , it is that which my Text ve- 
guireth, in that it commandeth that in our Chriſtian Comn- 
gregations , All things be done to edifying. So that un- 
tefs Thad endeavoured to ſuit it to the Capacities of all 
there preſent, and to make it as edifying as I could unto 
them, my Sermon had been a Contradition to my Text : 
And beſides that, Thad loſt my Deſign in Preaching tit - 
Which was, to convince thoſe eſpecially, whoſe Souls, un- 
der your Lordſhip, are committed to my care and condutf, 
A 2 of 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory:- 
of the Excellency and Ulſefalneſs of the Com 
and ſo io perſwade, them tothe. ———— IT: ; 
uſe of it; not only becauſe it is conformable to the Doftrine. 
Diſcipline , and Pratfice of the Univerſal Church, a0. 
only becagſe it is -eftabliſhed by the Laws both of 0ur 
Church and State (though they alſo be very great Reaſons) 
but likewife breauſe of that extraordinary benefit and ad. 
vantage whichthey would reterve from it , for the edify- | 
ing of their. Souls in whatſocver is,neceſſury to their E- 
m_ q ng | FR. 
am very ſenſible, that much more might hat 
ſaid upon this Excellent Subjeff, But ppbnr mY _ . 
than 2 þ lain Sermon pon the occaſion , T was forced to o- | 
mit many things, and to confine my ſelf to ſuch only,uubjeh - 
were moſt obvious, and ſeemed the moſt neceſſary for peo- 
le to know and prattice , inorder ts their being reconci- . 
led unio, and edified by our Publick Prayers. And if up- 
07 your pernſal of that little which I have ſaid , you ſhall 
find any thing not agreeable tothe Dottrine of. our Church, 
T humbly ſubmit it to: Tour Lordſhips Fudgment and Cine. 
ſure ; only deſiring that Tou would be as ready io pardon, 
as I am to retiratt zh. b: | 
My Lord, _ | b OR. 
T have onerequeſt. more to make unto Vou,: which is that 
as. Tou was the occa(jon of my printing this Sermon, ſo Tout » 
would be pleaſed to accept of i1, now it is printed « And if, . 
by the Bleſſing of Almighty God, i#t may contribute any - 
thing to thoſe great ends ; which Ton continually proſecute 
evi} ſo griat Wiſnom and Prudence, with ſuch exempla- - 
ry. Care and Diligence in the- Management of that high Of» - 
fice which he ha; called you to., even tothe Glory of by - 
great Name, the Good of his Church, and the Safvation of . 
the Souls of Men ; 14 45 all that r acfired by * 
My Lord, Your Lordſkip*: moſt humble-: 


and molt vbedient Servant, © | 


WILLIAM BE NERIAGE. 
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SERMON 


Excellency and Uſefulneſs 


OF THE ” 


Common Prayer. 


Ap— —_—_ 


1 COR. XIV. _- 
Let all things be done to edifying. 


£0, HEN Judas Maccabens had 

SZ new built the Altar , _—_ 
paired the Temple at Fizern{a- 
lem , after it had been pollu. 
ted and laid waſte for Three 
years together , the Church of 
God at that time and place re- 
joyced ſo much at it, rat they 
kepr the Dedication of it Eight 
days, and ordered that ths 
ſame ſhould be obſerved every 
year ; x Maccab. 4.59. And ſo we find it was 1n our'Sa- 


viours time , for he himſelf was pleaſed to honour that 
; — : Feſtt- 
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Feſtival, though onely of Eccleſiaſtical Inſtitution , with. 
his own preſence ; Joh. 10. 22: In the like manner, we- 
of this Pariſh, have cauſe tobe tranſported with joy and: 
Agadoring.. 


gladng(s , ang/rogſpend this day in praifing a 


themoſt high-Gods for.thatour Church, whick-hath lair. 
waſte for above five times Fhree years., is now at laſt re-.. 


built and fitted again for his. Worſhip and Service. For: 


what the. Altar and Temple were to. the Jews then, the. 
ſame will our Church be unto us now. Did they there 
offe? up their Sacrifices, to God as Types of the, Death of. 


Chriſt ? . We ſhall here commemorate the ſaid Dearth of 


Cliiſt, typified by thoſe Sacxifices.. Did they come from 
all parts of Jadea to worſhip God there? So ſhall we, I: 
hope, come from all parts of this Pariſh to worſhip God 
here... Was,the Temple an, Hopſe, of Prayer to them ? So - 
is.the Church tous. Was-that the Place where God ac-.. 
cording to his Promiſe came untohis people to bleſs them 2 . 
I do not doubt but he will do the ſame to us in this place,. 


if we come unto it, and carry..our-ſelves in-it as we 
ought to do.. In ſhort, was the- Temple the place where all 
things were performed that could. any way: conduce to the 
Edifying of Gods people, as things then ſtood ? The ſame 
may be ſaid of our Church,as things now ſtand. For what- 


ſoever is or can be neceſlary to the Edifying.of our Souls-- 


here, and ſo to their Eternal Salvation hereafter, is clear- 
ly and fully comprehended -in thoſe -ſeveral- Offices, 
which according to the Laws of the Land, are now to 
be performed in this place. Neither is-there any thing 
contained in any of.them , but what doth really conduce 
to thoſe great Ends and Purpoſes. 

But. this being a thing which is denied by ſome , and 


underſtood but by few amongſt us , I ſhall endeavour to. 
explain and demonſtrate it unto all. Which I chuſe to do 
at this time , becauſe it is the moſt proper Subject [| could . 
think of for this. Occafion. For unlefs what 1s to be now | 


_ dong in this place , will anſwer the ends. wherefore it is . 
: erected, .. 
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erected, all the Coſts and Charges that have been laid 
out upon it , will.-be.to no purpoſe at all. - But "if it can 
be rolts.maa out, That the-Service which 1s here to be 
performed ,, doth highly conduce to the Advancement of 
\ Gods Glory and your Happineſs, the great Ends where- 
fore ſuch Places are erected, then you cannot but ac- 
knowledg that whatſoever any of you. have contributed 
towards it , is the beſt Money that you ever ſpent ; and 
that this day wherein the faid Service is begun to be per- 
formed in it, is one of the moſt joyful days that this Pariſh 
ever ſaw. 

This therefore is that which I ſhall endeavour to prove 
at this time : And for that end have choſen theſe 
words for the ground and foundation of all that I ſhall 
fay upon this ſubjet, Let all things be done to Edifying. 
For the right underſtanding whereof,we muſt know, that 
the Apoſtle .having in this Chapter dyfcourſed at large 
concerning the way and manner of holding Chriſtian Aſ 
ſemblies, and having proved that whatſoever is there ſaid 
-ought to be ſpoken in ſuch a Language, that all there pre- 
ſent may underſtand , and fo. be edified by it ; he at laſt 
ſums up the whole in this Propoſition, How 2s it ther 
Brethren ! when ye come together, every one of you hath 
a Pſalm, hath a Doftrane, hath a Tongue, hath a Re- 
veilatzon, hath an Interpretation. Let all things be done 
1o Edifying : As if he ſhould have ſaid , Wharſoever gitts 
any of you have or pretend to , yet when you meet to- 
| comp. 5 a Religious Account, for the Publick Wor- 

ip of Gol, take ſpecial care that all things be there 
done, to the Edifying of all who are there-preſeat. From - 
whence it is plain that the Apoſtle lays down this as 4 
general Rule, necellary to be obſerved in all Chriſtian 
Congregations. So that whenſoever we meet together 
to Worſhip and Serve God, if any thing be there done 
which is not for our Edification, we come ſhort of this 
Rule ; and fo we do too, if any thing be there wanting 
| = Up that 
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that may conduce to that end. For according to this 
Rule , as nothing is to be there done but what is for our 
- Edifying , ſo alſo on the other ſide, all things that are or 
can be '2 our Edifying ought to be there done. 8 

But for our better underſtanding the true ſenſe and PUre 
port of this Rule, it is necellary to conſider what the Apo: 
{tle here means by edzfying £ For which we muſt know; 
That all Chriſtians being , as the ſame Apoſtle faith , of 
the. Houſhold of God , built upon the foundation of the A- 

poſtles and Prophets , Jeſus Chriſt himſelf betng the 
chief Corner Stone ; Eph. 2. 19, 20. Hence whatſoever 
tends to the ſtrengthening, ſupporting, cementing, or rai- _ 
ſing this Fabrick higher , whatſoever it is whereby men 
are made more firm and ſolid Chriſtians , more holy and . 

erfe&t men than they were before, by that they are faid 
to be edified.- And therefore it 1s a great miſtake for men 
tothink, as many do, that they are edified by what they 
hear, meerly becauſe they know perhaps ſome little thing 
which before they were ignorant of.. For Knowlede, as 
the Apoſtle ſaith, pufferhnup; it is Charity that eatfieth ; 
1 Cor, $. 1. And therefore whatſoever knowledg we at- 
tain to , we cannot be ſaid to be edified by it, any further 
than as it influencerh our minds, excites our love, and 
inclines our hearts to God and goodneſs. And that this 
is the true notion of edifying , is plain from the Apoſtles 
own words , where he ſaith, Le7 no corrupt communica= 
7704 come out of your mouths, but that which is for the uſe 
of ediſying , that it may miniſter grace unto-the hearers ; 
Eph. 4.29. For from hence it is manifeſt, that that one- 
ly is properly ſaid to edifie, that miniſters grace unto us, | 
whereby we are made more pure and holy than we were 
before. And therefore we read of ed:fying our [efves im. 
love , Eph. 4. 16. and building up our ſelves in our mot 
holy faith , Jude 20. which are the two graces that make 
up a real and true Chriſtian. And nothing can be ſaid to, 


edifice , but what tends to the exciting and increaſing of* 
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them : Until we come ( as the Apoſtle faith) z#u ihe unity 
of the faith , and of the knowledg of the Son of God, unto 
a perfeft man , unto the meaſure of the ſtature of the ful- 
neſs of Chriſt ; Eph. 4.12, x3, Hence therefore, when 
the Apoſtle ſaith, Let all things be done to edifying, his 
meaning in brief is this , that in all our Chriſtian Aſſem+ 
blies, when we meet together to worſhip and ſerve God, 
All things there are to be ſo done, that we may return 
home wiſer. and better than -we-came thither , with our 
knowledg of God and Chriſt increaſed', our deſires inlarg- 
ed, our love inflamed , our faith confirmed, all our gra« 
ces qQuickened, and ſo our whole ſouls made more hum- 
ble, more holy, more like to God, than they were before. 
The words being thus briefly explained, I ſhall now ap- 
ply them to our preſent purpoſe, and ſhew that that Form 
of Religious Worſhip, which 1s preſcribed by our Church, 
eſtabliſhed by the Lawsof the Land, and therefore to be 
uſed now in this place, agrees exactly with this Rule or 
Canon of the, holy Apoſtle, even that al/ ihings zn it are + 
done to edifying.. tes 
But before we prove that that Form-in particular which 
our Church hath preſcribed , is agreeable to this Apoſtos 
lical Rule, it is neceſſary to prove firſt, That the preſcrt- 
bing a Form in general is ſo. - For unleſs the preſcribing a 
Form in general. be according to this Rule, no Form in 
particular that is preſcribed can poſſibly agree with it. But 
now that this Rule admits, yea requires the preſcribing 
of ſome Form, is evident from the Rule it ſelf. For- the 
Apoſtle here commands the Church of Cori#th , and ſoall 
Provincial Churches , to take care that in their Religious 
Allemblies a// things be aone to edifying. But how is it 
pollible for any Provincial Church to ſee that this be done, 
except ſhe preſcribes ſome certain Form for the doing of 
It? It every Miniſter of a Pariſh ſhould be leftto his own 
liberty , to do what he pleaſed in his own Congregation, 
although ſome perhaps might þe ſo wiſe and prudent as to 
_ _ obferve 
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obſerve this Rule, as wellastheyconltd ,” yet conſidering 
the Corruption of Humane Nature , -we have-much cauſe 
to fear. that others would not. At leatttthe;Church could 
be no way fecured that-all would ; and 'therefore-muft 
| needs becobliged to conſider of and-appoint ſome ſuch Form 
to be uſed in all her Congregations , by which ſhe may be 
Fully afured that this Apoſtolical'Rule is every where ob- 
ſerved , as it ought to be. And although we ſhould ſup. 
poſe-what can never be expeRed , that all the Clergy in 
every Province fhould be as wiſe and good as 'they ought 
<o be ,yet it cannot be {uppoſed that every one of them 
chould underſtand what is for the Edification of the-peo- 
| as well as all together. And therefore it muſt needs 
be acknowledged that the ſureſt way to have this Rule ob- 
ſerved, is for the Governours of every Church , and the 
Whole Clergy to meet together by rheir Repreſentatives, 
in a Synod-or Convocation, and rhere upon mature De- 
liberation agree upon ſome ſuch Form, which they in their 
Prudence and Conſciences judge to be according to this 
Rule,which the Apoſtle here lays down before them. 
And beſides, that the preſcribing a Form in general, is 
more for our Edifying , than to leave every one to do 
what ſeems good in his own Eyes, We have the concur- 
rent. Teſtimony , Experience, and Practice of the Unt- 
niverſal Church. For we never read or heard of any 
Church in the World from the Apoſtles days to ours, 
but what rook this courſe. Though all have not uſed the 
ſame, yet no Church but hath uſed ſome Form or other. 
And therefore for any man to ſay, Thatit is not lawful, 
or not expedient, or not ſo editying to uſe a Form of Pray» 
er 1n the Publick -Worſhip of God , is to contradict the 
general ſenſe of Chriſtianity, to condemn the Holy 
Catholick Church, and to makc himſelf wiſer than all 
Chriſtians that ever were before him. Which, .whatſioe- 
ver it may be thought now, was always heretofore recko- 
ned one of thegreateſt ſins and follics that a Man could 
. be guilty of. Nay 
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Nay more than all. this too: For this is. net only. ta. 
make. a Mans felt wiſer than all Chriſtians ,, butwiſer-thag- 
Chriſt himſelf : For. it is impoſſible to preſcribe any Form 
of Prayer in more plain. and expreſs Terms than he hath! 
done.it, where he ſaith, When ye Pray, ſay, Our Faihen' 
which art in Heaven, &c, Luke 11. 2. And1 hope none- 


| | here. preſent but will acknowledge that Chriſt, by whom 


| »F 
*1 {ble for any other way of-praying to.be. .. 


to faſten any- thing that is tru 


without frequent repetitions of. it, Whatſoever 


1 alonewe can be edified, knows better what is, or what-. 
isnot for our Edification , than we or all the Men ini the: 
World can do. And therefore ſeeing he hath not only pre-- 
ſcribed a Form of Prayer for his Ditciples to uſe. but hath: 
exprelly commanded them touſe it ; we who profeſs .our- 
ſelves to be his. Diſciples, ought to reſt tully. ſatisfied. an: 
our minds, that the uſing of a Form of Prayer , is not on=- 
lawful , but much more for our edifying, than-it is poſs 


The ſame may be proved alſo-from-the nature of the-- 
thing it ſelf, by ſuch Arguments, which do not only de- 
monſtrate that it is ſo, but likewiſe ſhew how it comes. 
to be ſo. For, Firft, In-order to our being edified , ſoas- 
to be made better-and holier, whenſoever we meet toge- 
ther-upon. a Religious account, it is neceſſary that the 
ſame good and. holy things be always inculcated and preſ= 
ſed upon us after one and the. ſame manner For we can-- 
not but all-find by our own cAparanea how difficult it is- 

y good either upon our. 

ſelyes or others, and-that it-is rarely, if ever —_— 
ood 

things we hear only once, or-now and then, chance: 

haps upon the hearing of' them., they may | ſwim. for a 

while in our-Brains, yet they ſeldom. ſink down-into 'our 
hearts, ſo as tomove and ſway:the affeions, as it is ne+ - 
cellary they ſhould -do , in order'to-our-being edified by - 
them, Whereas. by a Set. Form of Publick Devotions - 
rightly compoſed,+ as we-are continually put in mind of 

all things neceſſary for us to know or.do, ſo that-is al- 
ways - 
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ways done by the ſame words and expreſſions, which by 
their conſtant uſe will imprint the things themſelves fo 
firmly in our minds , 'that it will be no eaſie matter to ob- 
literate or'race them out ; but do what wecan, they will 
ſtill occur uponall vecafions ; which cannot 'but be very 
much for our Chriſtian Edification. | 
» Moreover , That which conduceth to the quickening 
our ſouls, and to the raiſing up of our affetions in our 
Publick Devotions , mult needs be acknowledged to con- 
duce much to our Editication. But it is plain, that as to 
ſuch purpoſes a Set Form of Prayer is an extraordinary help 
tous ; for if I hear another pray , and know not before- 
hand what hewill ſay , I muſt firſt liſten to what he will 
ſay next, then Iam to conſider whether what he ſaith be 
agreeable -to Sound DoQtrine, and whether, it be proper 
and lawful for me to joyn with him in the Petitions he 
puts up to'Almighty God, and if I think it is ſo, then [ 
am todo it. But before | can-well do thar , he is got to 
another thing: by which means it is very difficult, if not 
morally impoſſible, to joyn with him in every thing ſo re- 
gularly as I ought to do. But by a Set Form of Prayer all 
this trouble is prevented ; for having the Form continus« 
ally in my mind , being thorowly acquainted with it, 
fully approving of every thing in it, and always knowing 
before-hand what will come next , [ have nothing elſe to 
do while the words are ſounding in mine ears, but to 
move my heart and affections ſuitably to them , to raiſe 
up my deſires of thoſe good things which are prayed for; 
- to fix my mind wholly upon God, whileſt I am praiſing 
of him, and ſo to employ, quicken, and lifr up my whole 
ſoul in performing my-Devotions to him. No man' that 
hath been accuſtomed to a Set Form for any conſiderable 
time , but may eaſily find this to be true by his own ex- 
perience : And, by conſequence, that this way oof Praying 
is a greater help rovis,, than they can imagine: that never 
made tryal of at. - | | bs 
0 


To this may be alſo added, That if we hear another 
praying a Prayer of his own private Compoſition or vo- 
luntary Effuſion , our minds are wholly bound up and 
confined to his words and expreſſions, and to hisRequeſts 
and Petitions , bethey-what they wik:: © So that "at the 
beſt we can butPray his Prayer. Whereas when we Pray 
by a Form Preſcribed by the Church , we Pray the Pray- 
ers of the whole Church we live in, - which are common 
to the Miniſter and People, to our Selves, and to all the 
Members of the ſame Church : So that we have all the 
Devout and Pious Souls that are in it , concurring and 
joyning with us in them : Which eannot ſurely but be 
more effectaal for the Editying not only of our ſelves in 
particular , bur of the Church in general , than any pri- 
vate Prayer can be. Sy RE Je £2 eat 

Laſtly,;In order to our being Edified by our Publick De- 
votions , as it 1snecelilary that we know before-hand what 
weare topray for, ſo it is neceflary that we afterwards 
know what we have prayed'for , when. we have done. 
For I ſuppoſe you. will all grant , that all'the good-and be- 
nefit we can receive from our Prayers, ts to be ultimately 
reſolved into Gods gracious thearing and anſwering of 
them : Without which they will all come to nothing. But 
there are two things required to the obtainingan Anſwer 
of our Prayers Firſt, That we 'fincerely and earne'tly 
deſire ſuch good things at the hands of God , to which, 
as lhaveſhewn, a'Set Form of Prayer conduceth very 
much: And then Secondly , It is required alfo that we 
truſtand depend upon God for his granting of them , ac- 


-cording-to rhe Promiſes which he hath made unto us in 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. And 1 verily believe that one 
great Reaſon why Men Pray ſo often to no purpoſe, is, 


becauſe they do not-take this courſe ; But'when they 


have done their Prayers , they have done with them, and 


concern themſelves no more about them, then as if they 
had never prayed at all. But how can we expe thar 
| | 0 "God 
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God thould anſwer our Prayers, when we our ſelves do. 
{5 ing whether he anſwer them or no ? Nor believe. 

ad tryſeupon;himh for it? For certainly truſting on God, 
asI4 is.one of the higheſt AQts of Religion that. we. can 
perform, , ſo it is:thar which gives life and vigour, ver. 
tue and efficacy to. our Prayers, without which we have 
no ground at all to expect they ſhould be anſwered. For 
God having promiſed to anſwer our Prayers, except. we 
truſt on him for his performance of ſuch Promiſes , we 
Ibſe the benefit of them,. and by conſequence our Prayers 
too. And therefore as ever we deſire that he ſhould 
grant us what we pray for , when we have directed our 
prayers to-him , we muſt ſtill look up, T'ſal. 5. 3. expe- 


w 


ing and hoping for the return of them. 

Now as. this is. a thing of greater conſequence, ſoa Set 
Form of.-Prayer is a greater help to us init, than it is 
commonly thought to be. For it we hear another utter 
2-prayer;ex tempore., which he never faid, not we heard 
before-,..nor ever ſhall doit again, it is much if he him- 
ſelf can-remember the tenth part of what he ſaid ; how 
muchleſs can we that heard him doit ? And if we cannot 
poſſibly remember what we prayed for, how is it poſſi- 
ble for us to expect it at the hands of God ? Or to depend 
upon him for it ? Bur now it is quite otherwiſe when we 
uſe a Set Form of Prayer. For by this means when we 
have prayed , we canrecollect our ſelves, look over our 
prayers again , either in a Book, or in our minds, 
where they are imprinted. ; we can conſider diſtin&ly 
what we have asked at the hands of God, and ſo a& our 
faith and confidence on him, for the granting every peti- 
tion we haye put up unto him , according to the promi- 
fes which he hath made us-to that purpoſe. And as this 15 
the ſureſt way whereby to obtain what we pray for , it. 
muſt needs be the moſt edifying way of praying that we 
can poſlibly uſe. ; 
Theſe things being duly weighed , I ſhall now _ it - 

| : Or - 


for granted , That the uſing a Form in generabin the Pub” 
lick Worſhip of God, is agreeable to this Apoſtolical 
Rule, Let all things be done to edifying ; and ſo ſhall 
proceed to ſhew that that Form in particular which our 
Church hath appointed to be uſed upon fuch occaſions, is 
ſo too. For which end it is not neceſſary that I ſhould 
run through every particular word, poraly or expreſſion 
in the Common Prayer, much leſs that I ſhould vindicate 
and defend it from every little exception , that ignorance 
or malice may make againſt ſomething in it. For nothing 
ever yet was or can be ſaid or written, but ſomething or 
other may be ſaid or written againſt it, either well or ill. 
But my buſineſs muſt be to prove, That the Form of Di- 
yine Service, contained in the Book of Common Prayer, 
which is now uſed in the Church of Erg/and , conduceth 
ſo much to the edifying thoſe that uſe it , that it agrees 
exactly with the Rule which the Apoſtle here preſcribes in 
that caſe. And this | ſhall demonſtrate from Four Heads. 
1. From the Language. 2. From the Mattey or Subſtance of 
it. 3. Fromihe Method, And 4. From the Manner of Per- 
forming it. For if it be edifying 1n all thete reſpe&ts,it muſt 
needs be acknowledged to be ſo inthe whole. There be- 
ing nothing in it, but what may be reduced to theſe Heads. 
Furſt, Therefore as to the Language , you all know 
that the whole Service is performed in Engliſh, the Vul- 
gar and Common Language of the Nation , which every 
one underſtands, and ſo may be edified by it. And this 
indeed is the ground and foundation of all the benefit that 
we can poflibly receive from our Publick Prayers. And 
therefore. in the Church of Rowe, the Common People 
are made uncapable of being edified by the prayers of 
their Church , in thatthey are all made in Latine, a Lan- 
guage which they do not underſtand. So that when they 
meet to worſhip God,there are ſeldom any in the Congre- 
gation that knows what is ſaid there, except the Prieſt that 
reads it; and oftentimes not he neither. By which means 
C2 they 
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they: have no ſuch thing really among(t them as Common 
Prayer. Neither is it poſſible for. the Common People : 
to. be. ever edified.by what is there ſaid or done.,; except 
they. would be once convinced by it of the horrible abuſe 
which their Church puts upon them, in commanding all 
her Publick. Devotions to be perfarmed in: an unknown - 
Tongue, dire&ly contrary-.not, only to the Rule in-my - 
Text., .but.to the Deſign of this whole Chapter.- | 
_ But blefſed be God for. it, it is not ſo withus. For ours | 
is truly Common Prayer, for it is written and read.in that 
Language which is-common.to all the Congregations. in 
the Kingdom, and to.every perſon in each Congregation: 
So that all: the People of the land , whatſoever rank or 
condition they are of, may joyn togerher in the ule of e- 
very thing that is in it , and ſo be joyntl: Edincd by it; 
Eſpecially confidering that.it is not only a. in Engliſh bur 
12 common and plain. Engliſh, ſuch a« we uig.1n our com». 
mon diſcourſe with one. another. There are no unuſual: 
or obſolete words , no hard or uncouth Phraſes in it, vat 
every thing is expreſſed as cleerly and plainly as words 
can do it.: ſo that the meaneſt perſon in the Congregati- 
on , that underſtands but his Mathers Tongue, may be : 
Edified by it, as well as the-greatelt Schoiar. | 
But that which is chiefly to be conſidered in the Lan-. 
gage of the Common Prayer, is, that it is not only com-. 
mon but proper, too. Though the. words there uſed be 
all but, common words ,, yet. they are ſo ufedthat they 
properly expreſs. the. things that are deſigned by them. 
This I confeſs may ſeem to be no great matter at-firſt ſight, 
'yet it is that without which we might- be ſubverted by. 
that which was intended. for our.Edification. For Impro-. 
priety of Speech in matters of Religion , hath given oc-, 
caſion to all or moſt of-the Schiſms., Errors and Hereſies 
that ever infeſled this or any other Church ; as might, 
eaſily bedemonſtrated. Hence the Apoſtle gave Tz mo-: 
thy a Form of ſorrd words , and charged him to —_ 'q | 
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faſt, Hold faſt, faith he, the Form of ſound words which 
thou haſt heard of me, 2 Tim: 1. 13. As knowing that 
except the words whereby he uſually expreſſed Divine 
Truths , were ſound and proper , it would be impoſlible 
for his Notions and Opinions of the things themſelves to 
be ſo. And certainly if ever there was a Form of Sound 
Words, compoſed by men fince the Apoſtles times,..our 
Common Prayer may juſtly deſerve that Title. It being 
all made up of ſuch fit and proper, ſach ſound and whole- 
ſome words, that if wedo but hold faſt to them, there is 
no fear of our falling either into Hereſy or Schiſme. For 
they, being duly confidered., will ſuggeſt to our minds 
right and true: Apprehenſions of all the Articles..of our 
Chrittian Religion ; and ſo not only make us ſound, bus 
build us up ſtrong and firm in our moſt holy Faith, So that 
. conſidering the plainneſs and perſpicuity , the ſoundneſs 
and propriety of Speech. which 1s uſed 1n it , the leaſt 
that can be ſaid of the Common Prayer ,-is that all things 
in it are ſo worded, as is moſt for the edifying .of all thoſe ]. 
that uſe it. | 
And as the words in the Common Prayer are all as edi- - 
fying as words can be, ſo, in the Second.place , Is the 
Matter expreſſed by thoſe words. For there is nothing in 
it, but what is neceſſary for our Edification, and all things - 
that are or can be for our Edification are plainly in it. 
Firſt , I fay there 1s nothing, in our Liturgy but what is - 
neceflary for our Edification. There are no ſuch Fables 
in it, or endleſs Genealkegies , which , as the. Apoſtle 
faith, Mzni(ter queſtions, rather 1han godly edifying , 
which is in faith; 1 Tim. 1.4. . There are none. of thoſe 
vain Diſputations-and 1mpertinent. Controverſies, which 
have of late been :raiſed .in the Church.,. to its great di- 
{turbance, rather than its edification. There are no New 
Opinions., nor Airy Speculations in it , which ſerve only 
. to-tickle mens ears and pleaſe their fancies, and1o divert 
their thoughts from what.they are about. Lools it all o- 
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ver witliout prejudice and parttality , conſider ferionſty 
every thing that is in it , and you will find nothing ai 
ſerted but what is conſonant to Gods Word, nothin g pray- 
ed-for but according to his promiſe, nothing required as 
a duty, but what is agreeable to his Commands ; nothing 
faid or done, but whats grave and ſober, ſolemn and ſab- 
ſtantial ; nothing but what becomes the Worſhip of our 
Great and Almighty Creator. And therefore nothing but 
What we may be ſome way or other editied by. | 

And as there is nothing in it , but what is edifying, fo 
all things that are or can be edifying are in it. For nothing 
can be neceſſary to edifice and make us ſolid and perfect 
Chriſtians, bur what is necellary either to be 4e/:eved or 
 donie , or elſe obtained by us. But there is nothing ne» 
- ceſfary to be #now# or believed, but we are taught it ; no- 
thing neceſſary to be done , but we are enjoyned it ; no- 
thing neceſſary to be 04fazned,, but we pray forit, in our - 
- Publick Form of Divine Service, . 

For firſt, As to thoſe things which are neceſſary to be 
known or believed, it is acknowledged by all Proteſtants, 
chat they are fally contained in the Holy Scriptures, which 

make a great, if not the greateſt part of our Divine Ser- 
vice, and areconſtantly read over , the Palms once eve- 
'Ty Month, the Old Teſtament once , and the New thrice 
every Year. Andall the Fundamental Articles of our Chri- 
ſtian Faith, revealedin the Holy Scriptures, being briefly 
fummed up in the ApoF7/:s Creed, that we may be 
fure to keep them always in our minds, we have that 
Creed read and repeated, always once and moſt com- 
-monly twice everyday in the year. And ſeeing the God- 
head of our Bleffed Savionr , the Foundarion of our whole 
Religion , 'hath been and ſtill-is , denied by ſome , leaſt 
we ſhould be lead away with the Error of the Wicked , e- 
very Sunday and Holyday we read the Nzcene Creed, 
wherein the God-head both of the Son and Holy Ghoſt 1s 


allerted and explained. And that we may not entertain 
any 
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any Erroneous Opinions concerning the moſt Holy Trinir 
ty, or the Incarnation of the Son of God , but keep the 
true Catholick Faith whole'and undefiled , upon certain 
days every year, weread that which is commonly called 
the Creed of St. Athanaſius, wherein thoſe great Myſte- 
ries are unfolded in the moſt proper and perſpicuous terms 
that they are capable of. 

And as all things neceſ{ary to be believed are fummarti- 
ly contained in the Three Creeds , fo they are frequent- 
ly explained in the other parts of our Liturgy : In fo much- 
that it would be eaſie to frame a compleat Body of Divini- 
ty out of the words there uſed : At leaſt of all ſuch things 
as are needful for any man in the world to believe or- 
know , in order to his Eternal Salyation. 

The ſame may be faid alſo of all thoſe things, which - 
we ought to do. For as we here do whatſoever is necefla- 
ry to be done in order to our Worſhipping of God in this 
place, fo weare here taught whatſoever is neceſlary to be 
learnt in order to our ſerving God in all other places. So 
that no Man that frequents our publick Congregations , 
where the Common Prayer is uſed , can ever plead igno- 
rance of any one duty whatſoever : For if it be not his 
own. fault, he may there be inſtruked in every thing 
which he that made him requires of him. For here, as - 
] obſerved before, we conſtantly read the Holy Scriptures, . 
which, as the Apoſtle faith , Is profitable for Dottrine , 
for Reproof , for Correftion , for Infiruftion in Righte- 
ouſneſs , that the Man of God may be perfett , throughly 
infiruffed unto all good works, 2 Tim. 3. 16, 17. And 
ſeeing it hath pleaſed the moſt high 'God to compriſe his 
whole will, and by conſequence our duty, in the Tex Come 
mandments , hence we read them cotiſtantly every Sun- - 
day and Holy day throughout the whole year. By which 

means every one that doth not wilfully ſhut his eyes , 
may clearly ſee and fully 'underſtand his whole duty both - 
_to:God and Man. Eſpecially confidering that in the Pray- 
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ers themſelves alſo: there is: frequent mention:made 6f 
all thoſe Vices whichought to be avoided ,. and of all thoſe 
Good Works which ought to be performed by-us. So that 
we can never come to Church ; . but we. are (till. put in 
mind, both of. what we ought, and what we ought not to 
.do, that we may be ſaved. 
And then as there is nothing necellary to be known or 
done, but we aretaught.t ; ſoneither is there any thing 
. neceſſary to.be obtained to make us either holy-or happy, 
but we pray for .it-in the Common Prayer. For here we 
- have the Zords Prayer, a Prayer compoſed by Wiſdom it 
elf ; and therefore it muſt needs be the molt perfet and 
. divine Prayer that was ever made. Neither do we uſe it 
only once, but in every diſtin Service of the Church, in 
_ ourPrayers before we read the Holy Seriptures : And in 
-- our Prayers after : . Towards the end of the Lirany, andin 
the beginning of the Communion Service, and in every 
Office of the Church. beſides. And the reaſon is, becauſe 
,although our Saviour hath not forbidden us to uſe any 0: 
_ ther Prayers, yet he hath expreſly commanded . us to ſay 
this, whenſoever we pray. And therefore in obedience 
to his Command, our Church hath wiſely ordered, That 
in all and every Solemn Addreſs that we make to the moſt 
high God, we always ſay this Prayer, leaſt otherwiſe 
by our tranigreſſion ot his Command, in omitting this, we 
 makeall our other Prayers to be ineffectual. And beſides, 
by the conſtant uſe of this amongſt our other Prayers, we 
are always ſure to aſe one Prayer, both abſolutely per- 
 fe&tin its ſelf, and moſt acceptable unto him , to whom 
we pray, itbeing a Prayer of his own Compoſure : So 
that we ſpeak unto God in his own: words , and ſo may 
be confident that weask-nothing of him, but exactly ac- 
. cording to his own will. 
And though all things neceſſary for us, be vertually 
contained in the Lords Prayer , yet our Church in Con- 
formity to the Catholick and Apoſtolical, hath thougbt 
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good to add ſome other Prayers in which the ſame things 
are more particularly expreſſed and deſired at the hands of 
our great and moſt Bountiful Benefator. All which, 
are ſo contrived, that. there is nothing evil or hartful. for 
us, but we pray againſt it ; nothing good or ufeful , but. 
wepray forit, Thcre is no Viceor Luſt, but we deſtre 
it may be ſubdued under us; no Grace or Vertue , but. 
we pray it may be planted. and grow in us. In ſo much 
that if we do but conſtantly and ſincerely pray. over all 
thoſe Prayers, and ſtedfaſtly believe and truſtin God for 
his anſwering of them, and ſo obtain what we there pray 
for, we cannot but be as real and true Saints, as happy 
and bleſſed Creatures, as it is poſſible for us to be in this 
World. Neither do we here pray for our ſelves only, but 
according to the-Apoſtles Advice, we make Snppiicati- 
ons, Prayers, Interceſſions, and giving of Thanks for 
all Men ; yea for our very Enemies , as our Saviour hath 
commanded us, Mat. 5. 44. And whar can be deſired 
more than all this, to make the matter of the Common 
Prayer Editying either to our ſelves or others ? Nothing 
certainly but truth and ſincerity of heart in the uſing 

of it. 

. I cannot paſs from this Head , before I have obſerved 
one thing more untoyou , concerning the Prayers in ge- 
neral, and that 1s, That they are not carried on 12 one con» 
tinued Diſcourſe, but divided into many ſhort Prayers 
or Collects, ſuch as that is which our Lord himſelf Com-* 
poſed ; and that might be one Reaſon , wherefore our 
Church ſo ordered it, that ſo ſhe might follow our Lords 
Example in it, who beſt knew what kind of Prayers were 
fitteſt for us to uſe. And indeed we cannot but all find 
by our own experience, how difficult it is to keep our 
our minds Jong intent upon any thing , much more up- 
en ſo great things as the object and ſubjects of our Pray» 
ersare; but do what wecan, we are ſtill liable to di- 
firaRtions : $0 that there is a kind of neceſſity to break off 
| D {ome- 
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ſometimes , to give our ſelves a breathing time, that onr- 
thoughts being looſened for a while, they may with more 
eaſe , and leſs danger of diſtraQion, be tyed up again, as 
it is neceſſary they ſhould be all the while that we are au» 
ally Praying to the Supream-Being. of the World. 

Beſides that, in order to the performing our Devotions 
aright to the-moſt high God, it is necelfary that our Souls 
be poſſeſſed all along with due apprehenfions of his great. 
neſs and glory. To which purpoſe our ſhort Prayers con-- 
tribute very. much , for every one of them beginning 
with ſome of: the properttes or perfeions of God, and ſo 
ſuggeſting to our minds right apprehenſions of him at 
firit, it is eaſie to preſerve them in our minds during the 
ſpace of. a ſhort Prayer, which in a long one would be apt 
to ſcatter and vanith away. 

But that which | look upon as one of the principal Rea- 
fens, why our Publick Devotions are and ſhould be di. 
vided into ſhort ColleQs, is this, Our Bleſſed Saviour, 
we know, hath often told us, That whatſoever we ask 
in his Name, we ſhall receive : And lo hath direRed us 
in all our Prayers to make uſe of his Name, and to ask no- 
thing but upon the account of his Merit and Mediation 
for us : upon which all our hopes and expeQtations from 
God do wholly and ſolely depend. Hence therefore (as it 
always was, fo } it cannot but be judged neceifary, that 
the Name of Chriit be trequently inſerted in our Prayers, 
that ſo we may lift up our hearts unto him, and a&t our 
Faith upon him for our obtaining the good things we 
pray for.. And ſo we feet is inthe Common Prayer, for 
whatſoever it is we ask of God, we preſently add, Through 
Feſus Chriſt our Lord, or- ſomething to that purpole. 
And ſo ask nothing but according to our Lords direCtion,. 
even in his Name. And this is the reaſon that makes 
our-Prayers ſo ſhort ; for take away the concluſion of e- 
very Colle or Prayer , 11,the. Name of Chriſt, and you . 
may joynthem all together , and make them but as one 
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continued Prayer. But this would be to offer manifett 
violence to the Prayers, by taking away that which gives 
them all their force and energy , and ſo making them in- 
effectual to the purpoſes: for winch they are ufed. ' For 
certainly the asking all things in the Name of Chriſt, as 
wedoin the Common Prayer, is the only way whereby 
to obtain what we deſire, and by conſequence the molt 
edifying way of Praying in the world. 

The next thing to. be conſidered in the Common Prayer, 
is the Method, which is admirable , and as Edifying , if 

offible, as the matter it ſelf, This none can deny rhat 
doth but fully underftand, and ſeriouſly conſider of it. 
Which therefore that yoa may all do, I ſhall briefly run 
through the whole , and give you what light I can into 
it, that you may clearly ſee not only the reaſonableneſs 
"but the excellency of it all along, ' For which purpoſe I 
ſhall inſtance only in ſuch things which offer themſelves at 
firſt ſight, to any one that doth but caſt his eye up- 
0N it. 

Letus therefore ſuppoſe a Congregation of ſober and 
devout Chriſtians, ſuch as weall ſhould be, met toge- 
ther to perform their Publick Devotions to Allmighty 
God ; every one of which hath lift uphis heart privately 
unto him already , imploring his Aid and Aſliſtance in the 
performance of ſo great a work, and, foare all now ready 
to ſet about it. The firſt thing we do, is to read ſome 
Jentences of Holy Scripture, that ſo we-way begin our 
Devotions unto God in his own words. And they areal 
ſuch Jexvtences as put us in mind of our fins againſt him, 
and of his promiſe to pardon them if we do repent: Thar 
ſo we may preſent and carrywur ſelves with that Reve- 
rence and Godly Fear before him, as becometh thoſe 
who are ſenſible of their own-vileneſs and unworthineſs 
to approach fo grezt a Majeſty.; and likewiſe wirh thar 
Faith and humble Confidence, which becometh- thoſe 
who believe that he upon our Repentance will pardon our 
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ſins ; and accept both - ohr' Perſons and Performances” 
according-'to 'the® promiſes which he hath made unto. 
Er }:km otros yin Boe 991019500 1 
--Thets follows a grave Exhortation', concerning the eng- 
of our preſent Aſſembling , which is of great aſe, and 
ought never to be omitred. - For: Men generally are apr r9 
ralth into the preſence of Go, without ever confidering 
what they go about; | Whereas this Exhort atzon puts' us 
upon' conſidering the greatneſs of the work which we are 
now, engagediin-, and ſo upon -compoſing our thoughts 
and preparing our ſelves for the due performance of it. ' 
.* Our minds being thus brought into a right frame and 
temper fort, we all; both Miniſter.and People, proftrate 
our ſelves before the'moſt high God , confeſ/ing upon our 
knees -the manifold ſins and wickedneſs-that we have 
committed againſt him. Which Confeſ/ion is ſo contrived, 
that all and every-perſon in any Congregation whatſoever 
may -joyn-in it. - For it runs-in general terms. And yet 
ſo too, that every particular perſon may and ought in 
his own mind to confeſs and acknowledg his own fins , 
which he: knows himfelf to be guilty of. As where we 
fay , We have left undone thoſe things which we ought to 
have done , and we have done thoſe things which we 
ought not to have done, At the ſaying of this,' every one 
ſhould call his own fins to remembrance, what Duties he 
knows himſelf to have omitted, and what Vices he knows 
himſelf to have committed , and confeſs them according- 
ly unto God. ' And when we have thus confeſſed our fins 
to God, we preſently-implore his Mercy in the pardon of 
them, and his' Grace, that for the future we may for- 
ſake them. 4 
 . And whilſt weare thus upon our knees , humbly con-. 
feſſing and bewailing our ſins before the Lord our Cod , 
the Miniſter ſtands up, and in the Name of God , de-. 
clares and pronounceth to all thoſe' who truly repent , 
and unfeignedly believe his Goſpel , The Abſolution --of 
-- 


_ of the Common Prayer, 2x 
. Remiſſion of all their ſins. Which though ſpoken alſo 
in general terms , yet every particular perfon there pre- 
ſent , ought to apply it to himſelf, ſo as to be fully per- 
ſwaded in his own mind, that if he doth but ſincerely 
repent anJ believe the Goſpel , he is perfectly abſolved 
from all his fins by God himſelf, according to the'pro- 
miſes which he hath made to Mankind in Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord. PET i 

And now looking upon our ſelves as abſolved from our 
ſins, upon our Repentance and Faith in Chriſt, and! by 
conſequence as reconciled to God , we take the boldneſs 
tocall him Father, humbly addreſſing our ſelves to him 
in that Divine Form of Prayer which he himſelf hath gi- 
ven us. Which. done, we lift up our hearts and voices 
unto God , for his aſſiſtance of us in what we do, in the 
words of David, the Miniſter crying out, O Lord open 
thou our lips, and the People anſwering, nd our mouth 
- foall hew forth thy praiſe. The Miniſter again, O God 
make ſpeed to ſave us, the People, O Lord make haſte 10 
belp us. And then immediately we all lift up our bodies. 
too, ſtand upon our feet, and ſo put our ſelves into a- 
poſture of praiſing. and magnifying the Eternal God g 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt , for his- infinite goodneſs 
and mercy towards as ; for which purpoſe the Miniſter 
firſt ſaith or ſings the Gloria Patr:s, Glory be to the 
Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghoſt, and the 
people to ſhew their conſent , anſwer, As it was in the 
beginning , « now, and ever ſhall be , world without 
_ end. Amen. But not thinking this to be enough, the 
Miniſter calls upon the people again, ſaying, Praiſe ye 
the Lord, and the people anſwer', The Lords name be 
praiſed, and then we go on to praiſe him: together , ſay- - 
ing or ſinging the gg Plalme, Venzite exultemus Domino, , 
O come let us ſing unto the Lord, let us. heartily -rejoyce 
in ihe ſirength of our Safvation, &c.and ſo proceed to the - 
Plalms appointed for the day. After every one of which, 
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toteſtifie our belief in the moſt ſacred Trinity , and our 
acknowledgment of that infinite love and goodneſs, which 
every one of thoſe Divine Perſons hath manifeſted to us, 
we repeat that incomparable Hymne , G/oryibe to the 
$ather, &c. 
Our hearts being thus raifed up to God in praiſing and 

admiring of him , we are now in a fit temper and diſpoſi- 
tion to hear what he ſhall ſpeak unto us. And therefote 
have a Chapter read our of the O/4 Teſlament ; and that 
in its ordinary courſe, except upon Sundays and Holydays, 
-when more people attending the Publick Worſhip of God 
then can conveniently come upon other days , we read 
ſome Sele&t Chapter proper for the day, and fuch as is 
judged moſt edifying to all thatare there preſent. And ha- 

ving thus-heard God ſpeaking-unto us in his holy Word, we 
. preſently fall upon praiſing of himagain, for fo unſpeak- 


z” w 
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able a mercy , ſaying, -or ſinging, in the Morning, the 
- Te Deum;one of the moſt Heavenly and Seraphick Hymns 
 that-was ever compoſed by Men ; or elſe the Song of the 
Three Children, which is nothing but a Paraphraſe upon 
.that-which David ſang fo often upon Earth, and which 
the Holy -Angels-ſing continually in Heaven, even Hak 
lelujah, Praiſe ye the Lord. Wherein we being all ſen- 
-fible how far ſhort we our ſelves come of praifing God 
ſufficiently. , we call upon all the Creaturcs in the World 
: to. do :it , "Bleſs ye the Lord , praiſe him and magnifie 
: Bems for ever. In the Afternoon we fing either the Mag- 
21ficat, or elfe the 98 Pſulme , both which being taken 
, out of Gods own Word , cannot but be very pleaſing and 
acceptable unto him. | 

After this our Souls being got uponthe wing-again,and 
foaring aloft in the contemplarion of the Divine pertecti- 
-ons, We are now rightly qualified to hear and receive the 
Sublime Myſteries of the Goſpel. And therefore have a 
Chapter read to us out of the New Teffament Afﬀter 
which we being revived with the good Tydings of - the 

: Goſpel, 
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Goſpel, and filled with admiration at the infinite good. 
neſs of God therein revealed to us, we break forth again 
into praiſing and adoring of him, in the ſong of Zachari- 
4s, or elſe the 100 Pſaim in the Morning , and at Even» 
ing , either the 67 Pſalm, or elſe the Song of Old S:meon, 
ſtill concluding with the Gl/oyza Patr. 
+ Now having thus heard ſome part of the Word of God 
read tous and exprelled our thankfulneſs unto him for it, 
to ſignifie our allent , not only to what we have heard, 
' but to the whole pre , we all with one heart and 
voice repeat the Fpoſiles Creed, wherein the ſumm and 
ſubſtance of it 1s contained. And ſo profeſs our ſelves 
to continue in the number of Chriſts Diſciples, and that 
as we were at firſt Baptized , fo we ſtill believe in the 
Name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, God Bleſſed. 
for evermQare. 
Hitherto we have been moſtly taken up with confeſling . 
our ſins to God , imploring his mercy in the pardon of 
them , hearing his moſt holy Word , acknowledging his- 
goodneſs to us, and praiſing and magnifying his name for 
it, By which means, except we have been extreamly 
wanting to our ſelves, our hearts cannot but be ſo u- 
nited and fixed upon God , that we are now rightly dif- 
poſed to make known our wants and preſent our Petis - 
tions before him. This therefore is the next thing we ſet 
upon. But ſeeing that neither Miniſter nor People can 
poſſibly do it aright without the afliſtance of God himſelf, .. 
therefore each of them firſt pray for his ſpecial preſence - 


with the other. The one ſaying, The Lord be with you, . 


the other,, And wth 1hy ſpirit. And then immediately : 
falling down upon our knees, we adore and ſupplicate - 
each perſon of the moſt bleſſed Trinity to have mercy + 
upon us, Lord have mercy upon us , Chriſi have mevey * 
upon us, Lord have mercy upon us. Aﬀer which we - 
addreſs our ſelves to God in the words that he hath put 
inco our mouths , ſaying the Lords prayer , which end-- 

ed, 
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ed, the Miniſter and People by turns lift up their hearts 
to'Godin ſome ſhort and heavenly Ejaculations, ſtrivins 
as it were to _ontvy each other in prevailing with the 
Allmighty to powr down his Bleſſings upon us. And then 
in anhumble and” folemn manner we joyn together in 
ſupplicating his Divine Majeſty for his Grace and Fayour, 
his Defence and Protection , his Mercy and Bleffing for | 
our ſelves ,” for the King, for the Royal Family , for. his 
' Church ; and for all Mankind. And this we dv ordina- 
rily in the Collects appointed-for that purpoſe. But upon 
Wedneſdays and Fridays (upon which days the Primitive 
. Church uſed to perform more than their ordinary Devo. 
tions) as alſo upon the Lords day in the Morning , wedo 
it in the Lrtany , and in ſuch a 'Lizany as comprehends 
all and every. thrng that we can eyer need to deſire of 
Allmighty God , either for our ſelves 'or others. 

© After this upon Sundays and Rolydays we proceed to 
the' Commutzos: Service, And therefore approaching to. 
the.Lords Table, we begin it with his own Prayer. 

And after another ſhort Prayer to God to cleanſe the 

thoughts of our heart by the Inſptration of his Holy Spirit, 

we'read the Tex Commandments which he hath enjoyned 

usto- obſerve; and after every Commandment we ask 

God Mercy'for our Tranſgreſſions rhereof for the tims 

paſt,” and grace to keep the ſame'for the'time to come ; 

ſaying, Lord have mercy upon us, and incline eur hearts 

to keepttis Law. And then after a Prayer for the King, 

and the Collect for the day , we read the Fp:zFle and 
Goſpet,-that is, moiſt commonly a ſhort Paragraph taken 

our of the Cannonical Epiſtles, and another out of one of 


the Holy Goſpels, which was the ancient way of Read. . 


ing the: Scripture , -before it was divided into Chapters. 
And we doit now tae prepare us the better for the Com- 
 munion of the Body and Blood of Chriſt , therein reveal- 
ed'to us. | But ſeeing we neither do nor can read oyer the 
whole , we repeat the ſubſtance of it in the _— 
voy wWhic 
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which.it.is very neceſſary. we ſhould do at this time, that 
ſo we may demonſtrate or ſelves to be Chriſtians, and 
fo capable of receiving the maſt holy Communion. 

He that all this while hath employed himſelf as he 
ought to doin the ſervice of our Church , cannot bur 
find himfelf Krangely edified by it, Yet howſoeyer, thar 
nothing may be wanting that may any way conduce-tv 

' our Edification, after the Necenve Creed, our Church. 
bath appointed a J2ymozto be preached, which if ſound, 

plain , and praQical , asit ought to be , cannot but be 
very edifying too. 

And now we may be well ſuppoſed to be ſo far edified., 
as.to be raiſed up to the higheſt pitch of Devotion that 
we can arrive at in this world, and ſoare fit to be admit- 
ted to the higheſt Ordinance of the Church}, the Sacra- 
ment of the Lords Supper. Andtherefore we now be- 
take our ſelves to it. But that we may not appear be- 
fore our Lord empty , we firſt offer up ſomething to him 
of what he-hath beſtowed upon us , to be diſpoſed of to 
pious and charitable uſes ; teſtifying thereby our acknow- 
ledgment of his goodneſs to us, and that we-have no- 
thing but what we receive from him. And:to excite and 
encourage us to do this, all the while that we are offer- 
ing , we have ſome ſele& ſentences of Scripture read to 
us, wherein God either commands us to-be charitable., 
or elſe promuſeth a bleſſing to thoſe that are ſo..And then 
we pray for Chriſts whole Church Militant here ox earth, 
whereby we profeſs our {elves to be real-Members of it, 
and defirous to hold Commynion with it in Chriſts My- 
ſtical Body and Blood. . And fo we proceed to the Celebra- 
tion of it : in which the method is ſoclear, ſo apparently 
editying , that I need not ſay any thing of it. Burt ſhall 
only obſerve two things in general. concernivg it. _ . 

Firſt, That the Sacrament of the Lords Supper , being 
the higheſt Myſtery -in all our Religion, as repreſenting 
the death of the Son of God to us, hence that place he 

E this 
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this Satrament is AN was always made andre. 
plated the higheſt place in-rhe Church... And.therefore 
alſo_ it was wont to- be ſEpatated from the reſt of: the 
ONureR.By. *Skreett of Partition. of” Network_in 'Latine 
ancel}i, and that. f6. generally, that from-thence the 
place.its ſelf is called the Chance/l. Phat this was anci- 
ently. obſerved in the building of all conſtderable Churches 
(for .1 ſpeak. not of private Oratories or Chappels) with-. 
it Few Cetituries after the Apollles themſelves, even in 
the days of Conſ?ant7ne the Great , as well as in all Apes 
ſince, -I could.caſily demonſtrate from the Records of thoſe 
tires. . But. having purpoſely waved Antiquity hitherto, 
I am loath'ts trouble you with ir now. But I mention 
it at preſent, only becauſe ſome, perhaps may wonder: 
why this Jhputd b obſerved in'our Church , rather than 
inall the other Churches which have been lately built in 
this City. Whereas. they ſhould rather wonder why it 
was not obſeryed in-all other as well as this. Forbelides. 
our Qbli ations to. confortm as much as may be to the 
practice of the Univerſal Church \, and to avoid 'novelty; 
and ſingularity in all things relating to the Worſhip. of 
coo, \4 el woot be ro imagined that the Catholick 
hurch-if all Apes and places for tz or 1400 years toge- 
ther, ſhould ave fuck +Euftoin ts this Y atop hart 
were great reaſons for it. So | 
What they were, it is not neceffary for us to enquire: 
now. It may be ſufficient to obſerve at preſent that the 
Chancel in our Chriſtian Churches, was always looked. 
upon as anſwering to the Holy of Holies in the Temple;. 
which , you know, was ſeparated from the: Sanctuary or 
Body of the Temple, by the Command of God himſelf. 
And that this place being LpDpropriners to the Sacrament 


te the Lotds Sipper,. it ought to be ſo contrived , #5 may 


be moſt convenient for thoſe who: are to'partake of that. 
Bleſſed Ordinance. But it miiſt needs 'be more. convent» 
ent for thoſe who are ro enjoy Communion with _ 
EN : 4nd-:. 
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and in him with one. another, .in this holy Sqcrament 

to meet together, as ofie body , .ig one place  feparated 

for that putpoſe, thento be diſperſed, 'as otlierwile they 

would be.; ſome in ongand ſome in angther par bf = 
CE 


Church. Or iq ſhort , it is much better for the p 
be ſeparate , than the people. 
" Furthermore , It js not only convenient , but in ſome 
ſenſe neceflary, for every Communicant to obſerve and 
take ſpecial natice. of. the ſeveral Circumſtances which 
our Lord hath ordained to be uſed in this Sacrament , 25 
the Breaking of the Bread , and the Conſecrating both 
that and theWineto repreſent hisDeath,the breaking of his 
Body, and the ſhedding of his Blood. for.our fins ; that ſo 
our hearts may be the more affeRed with it, and by 
conſequence our Souls more edified by it.' But this can- 
not be ſo well done, except there be aplace ſet apart for 
it, where they may all be placed, about or near to the 
Communion Table ,. and fo behold what is there done at 
the Conſecration, of the Elements. . Hence alfo jtls, that 
the Seats there are and ought to* be ſo ordered, that all 
that are in them may (til] look that way, and contemplate 
upon their Bleſſed Saviour , there evidently ſer forth as 
Crucifted for them. _ ono BY OT. 
_ « ,The other thing thatT would obferye unto you concern- 
inz the Holy Comnwnion ,, is this , that our, Church re- 
\ quireth, or at leaft ſuppoſeth.it to be Adminiſtered eve. 
ry Lords-day , and every Holy day throughout the year, 
as.it was in the Primitive Church. For that is the reaſon 
that the Communzon. Service"is appointed to be uſed upon 
allſach days., andto be read at the Communion Table , 
that ſo the Miniſter may be there ready to Adminiſter it 
unto all that deſire to partake of it. Which fſhews the 
great.care that our Church hath of all-her Members , thar 
they might be;edified and.confirmed .in the Faith. To 
_ Which nothing contributes more than-frequent Communi- 
on at our.Lords Table. Which if people could once be 
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perſwaded to , they would ſoon find greater benefit ' by. - 
It , then, I can expreſs, or they themſelves ; till then, 
imagiqe. . I ſhall ſay no more of it at. pfeſent., but only 
I be ſure to have a ſufficient, nomber, of Communicants: 
I ſhould be heartily glad to. Adminiſter this' Holy Sacra. . 
ment every Lords day., both. for their ſakes, and. my 
own too... _ 7 0 EO og 
_.. Thus1 have, given'you ſhort Scheme of that ex-etteac - 
Method wherein our Divine Service 1s performer t Which _ 
whoſoever rightly conſiders , will need no other Argus - 
ment to convince him , thatit is according tothe Apo. 
ſtles Rule, . very Zdifying indeed. - The laſt thing to be 
conſidered int, is the Muazner of its Prrformance ; by 
which I. mean only the ſeveral” poſtures of the Body, as 
ſtanding, and kneeling , which are uſed.in it ; for. they 
alſo are done to edifying. .. | 
While we fay or ſitig the Hymns and Pſalms to the 
Praiſe and Glory of God , we ſtand vp, not only to ſigni- 
fie, but toexcite the Elevation of our minds at thattime. 
For.as onthe one hand , if our Souls bereally. lift. up in 
tlie praiſes of God ,* our Bodies: will naturaſly lift. up 
themſelves , to accompany them, as far as they can to» - 
wards Heaven ; ſo on theother hand, the raiſing up of - 
our boJies helps towards the raiſing up of our Souls too, 
by putting. us in mind of that high and heavenly work”. 
we are now about , wherein-according to our weak Capa»- 
cities, We joyn-with the Quire of. Heaven in praiſing. 
- God now, as we hope todo it for evermore. For this - 
cauſe alſo we ſtand at the Ceeds, forthey. being Confeſſi-' 
ons of. our Faith in God', as-ſuch, they come under the. 
proper Notion. of Hymns or Songs of praiſe to him. All 
our pfaiſing God being really nothing elſe but our Con-: 
fefling and.acknowledging him to be what he is in himſelf 
and to us, - And beſides that, by our ſtanding both at the - 
Creeds and Goſpels, we fignifie our aſſentunto them, and: | 
| , OUTr... 


our readineſs. to defend them, to the utmoſt of our power 
againſt all oppoſition whatſoever. And as for the Goſpels 
particularly , they contain rhe very Ads which our Lord 
did, and the very Words which he ſpake when he was ups 
on Earth ; and therefore we who profeſs him to be our 
Lord .and Maſter , cannot ſurely but ſtand up, when we 
hear him ſpeaking, and liſten diligently to thoſe gracious 
words which proceeded out of his Divine Mouth. | 

And as when we praiſe God, we raiſe up our ſelves as 
high as we can towards Heaven, ſo when we pray unto + 
bird , we fall down: as low. as we cantowards the Earth, 
not daring to preſent our Supplications to the abſolute 
Monarch of the whole World, any other ways then «por 
 onv knees. Which is ſo proper, ſo natural a poſture of Sup- 
plicants, that-if all men would but duly conſider what they 
do when they-pray to Almighty God, the Church need * 
never have commanded them to kneel at that time. For 
they -could: not chuſe but do it: No, not although the: - 
lace where they are ſhould ſeem never ſo inconvenient: 
or- it. For we find our Bleſſed Saviour himſelf kneeling: . 
at bis Prayer in the Garden, upon the bare ground , Lab 
22. 4+. and St. Paul upon the Sea-ſhore, where he cquld+* 
have no other Cuſhion but Stones. or Sand, AFs 21. 5. 
Howfſvever, To take off all thoſe little excuſes that men are- 

t to make for themſelves in this caſe, the Seats in this- - 
- Ghurch are ſo diſpoſed, -anJall things ſoprepared inthem, 
that there can be no ineonvenience at all in it, but rather: - 
all the conveniences for kneeling that can be deſired; And: - 
therefore if any of you: ſhall yet negle@ to kneel, while 
the Prayers are read, they willjgive us too much cauſe: - 
to call their Religion into queſtion-, or to' ſuſpet rhey- 


have none at all. For if they had, they durſt not, they- - 
could not offer ſuch a man #2it affront to the great Crea--- 
tor of the World, as ro carr» 1{;2mfelves no otherwiſe*- 
while they pray tom. i: + 'Fihey were converſing . 
with their Fellow Creacurts, » ; + » dol Tpegk of their - 
2 praying 
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praying unto God ? It is too much to be feared they do 
got pray at all $4 Nor come to Church for any-better: pur- 
| <n pany only to ſec and be ſcen. 1 am ſure they per. 
orm no Att of External Worſhip or Adorationamto-God 
nor ſhew hm that reſpect and reverence-which'is due un- 
to-him; -and fo give very great.offence to all pious ang 
devout Chriſtians. | | 
Whereas if all and every-perfon in the Congregation, 
would always be upon their-knees , while they put up 
their petitions to the moſt high God , what a mighty ad- 
vantage would this be , not onely to every one in parti- 
calir, but tothe whole Congregation in general ? © For as 
every one:would by this means keep his heart more fted. 
faſt in thetrue fear and dread of God, -and likewiſe more 
certainty obtain the good things he prays for , as the Fa- 
- thers frequently aſſert : ſo the whole Congregation alſo, 
would be very much edited by it. For by this means we 
— ſhould excite and inflame each others.Devotions , confirm 
aud ftrengrhen one anothers Faith, and convince both our 
ſelves and all that ſee us, that Religion is indeed a ſeri- 
oas thing z and that weibekeve it to be fo , by oor ſerving 
God with fomach rewerexce and godly fear, as this hum- 
ble poftare repreſeaterh.. And'therefore as you'tender the 
bve of 'God, the credit of Religion , -or-the ſalvation of 
your own:fouls, I beſeech you all in the name of him'that 
madeyou , that whenfoever youcome hither to pray un- 
to him, you do it mthat awful, Jowly and ſolemn mane 
ner, which our Charch commandeth ,. and:.as becometh 
creatures, when you fpeak to your great-and almighty 
Creator ; that fo'you may. give'true worthip and honour 
unto. him , and:alto receive:that benefit and edification to 
your ſelves, which he hath promiſed-and you expe from 
your Publick Prayers. This being certainly the moſt edt- 
tying poſture: that you can poſfibly uſe upon fuch occas 
NL. | Dr 
From what we have hitherto diſcourſed concerning the 
Language, 
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of the Common Prayer. * ; 
Language, the Matter, the Method , and the Manner of 
Performing Divine Service , as contained and preſcribed 
in the Book of Common Prayer , we may poſitively con3 
clude that it agrees exact'y with the Rule in my Text , 
even that, Al/ 1hings in 1t are done to edifying + Which 
was the thing [ undertook to prove. I know that many 
other Arguments might Le brought to ſhew the Excellens» 
cy and Uletulneſs of the Common Prayer, But theſe al- 
ready produced are ſufficient to convince any ſober and 
conſidering Chriſtian of it. And if there be any here pre» 
ſent who are not yet convinced by what they have heard : 
of it, 1 deſire onely one thing of them, and that is, That 
they would but make tryal of it for a while: For ny 
Charity promprs me to believe that all the Zeal that ſome 
expreſs againſt the Common Prayer , and all that indiffe- 
rency that is in others for it , proceeds only from their: 
ignorance of what it is , orat leaſt from their want of an 
experimental knowledg of it. For let any Man that ſeri- 
oully minds the Worſhip of God and the Salvation of his 
Soul before all things elſe, let ſuch a one, I ſay, ſet hime 
ſelf in good earneſt to uſe the Common Prayer as he ought 
to de for ſome conſiderable time , and I do not doubt but 
that by the bleffing of God,he-will find that benefit and edt- 
fication by it, that his own experience ſhall convince him 
_ © of all that T have now ſaid, more than all the Arguments - 
that I have, orany man in the World can ever produce - 
to him. Some perhaps may think this to be a Paradox: - 
But I donot queſtion but that many here preſent can at- - 
reſt it upot-taeir own knowledge : Having found them-"+ 
ſelves more confirmed in their Faith, more ſettled in their - 
Religion , more humbled for their ſins , more ſupported - 
under their troubles , moreenflamed with Love to God © 
and deſires of Heaven, every way more Zd:fyed by the 
conſtant uſe of the Commory Prayer , than they could e- - 
ver have believed it poſſible to have been ,* except they 
had found-it to have þeen ſo by. their CT 
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©, Now theſe things being thus briefly conſidered, I ſhaſl 
obierve only two things trom them. * The firſt is the ex- 
traordinary prudence as well as piety of our firſt Refor- 
mers, who firſt compiled the Book of Common Prayer , 
ſo'exaaly Conformable to the Word of God. and thar 
Apoſtolical Canoga: in my Text; which I cannot bur: a. 
ſcribe to the ſame extraordinary aid and aſſiſtance from 
God , whereby they were afterwards enabled to fliffer per- 
ſecution , yea Martyrdome it ſelf for hisfake , and fo to 
confirm what they have done with their own-:Blood, 
' Which certainly is no ſmall commendation of it. 

. The other thing I would obſerve. unto you , -is:*the reg- 
ſon, why the Devil hath had ſuch a-ſpight againſt the 
Common Prayer ,. ever ſince it was. firſt -made. For the 
more editying it is to Gods People, .themore deſtrugtive 
it muſt needs be of the Devils Kingdom. 'And therefore 
it is no wonder that he hath all along employed the utmoſt 
of his power. and. policy to blaſt irs Reputation , and fo 
to diſcourage and: dillwade Men from the uſe of it. And 
by. the permiſſion -of .God for the puniſhment of this un« 
grateful Nation , he hath ſo far prevailed in his deſign, 
that the Liturgy, hath been twice caſt out of the Church, 
ſince it was firſt brought into it , once in the_Reign: of 
Queen Mary ,i and then again in the'days'of King Charles 
_ »- In the-Rejgn of Queen AM2»y, you all know, who were 
his Inſtruments in the doing of it , even the Pupifts. For 
they cleerly and truly fore-law , that their Errogcous O- 
.Pinions could never be believed, nor their ſuperſtitious 
Practices oblervedin the Nition , ſo long as the Common 
Prayer was uſed, Foraſmuch as there is nothing 1n that 
but what is ſound and agreeable to the Doctrine of the 
Goſpel, and ſocontrary to the-groundleſs Opinions which 
the' Church of, Rowe would obtrude upon the World for 
Articles of Faith. And beſides that, there are many 
expreſſions purpoſely inſerted init, to arm us og the 
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Popes Supremacy, Indulgences , Invocation of Sainrs , 
 Tranſubſtantiation , and other Popiſh Errors, So that it 
would have been impoſſible far the Romith Religion to be 
ever reſtored in the Nation, unlefs the Common Prayer 
was firſt removed, Which therefore they took care to 
have done as ſoon as poſſible, But within a few years af- 
ter, even the firſt of Queen E/:zabeth, it was broughtin 
again. Andas the Reformation was begun before,ſo from 
that time forward it was carried on and perfected chietly 
by means of the Common Prayer, For it is very obſer- 
vable that in the Reign of King Edward the Sixth,and for 
ſeveral years too of Queen E/zzabeth, there was little 
or no preaching in moſt parts of the Kingdom, and few 
then could read Engliſh , and yet by the conſtant and ge- 
neral uſe of the Liturgy, and Gods Bleſlingupon it , the 
whole Nation was ſo edified in the True Religion, thar 
there was ſcarce one in an hundred but forſook and ab- 
horred all Popiſh DoQtrines and Superſtitions: Which is 
an undeniable Argument , that in this reſpe& alſo it is as 
edifying, as it is poſlible for a thing of that nature to be. 
In ſo much that fo long as the Common Prayer is uſed and 
frequented as it ought to be, it is morally impoſſible for 
Popery ta get any ground amongſt us, But if this Bul. 
wark was once femoved (which God forbid ) our grand 
 Adverlary wayfld ſoon accompliſh his malicious defigns 
upon us, one Way or other. | 
This he knows well enough ; and therefore hath. left 
no ſtone unturned to effeR it, Bur what he had done 
before by the Papiſts, he afterwards brought abour again 
by other means in the Reign of King Charles the Firſt, 
For by what kind of Spirit the Common Prayer was then 
caſt out, you all know, and ſome of you found by wo- 
ful experience, All that I ſhall fay of it, is only this, 
That the ſame Spirit that then ſtirred up people fo vio- 
leatly againſt the Common Prayer, ſtirr'd them up at the 
lame time to Rebel againſt their King, to'taks away 
no ens 
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Mens Eftates and Lives cohtrary to all Eaw and Juſtice ; - 
and at.lait to Murther one of the moſt pious Princes that. 
ever lived. And whether that was the Spirit” of. Chriſt” . 
or. Antichriſt, God or the Devil, judge you. ' Be ſure the 
conſequents of its being laid aſide at that time were very 
ſad. For people being deprived of that., whereby they: 
ſhould have been edified,, were immediately, toſfed -ro' 
and fro with every wind. of Dottrine , until at length 
many of them, fell into the moſt. pernicious and damna- 
ble Hereſies that were ever heard of in the Church. Yea 
together with the Liturgy, they laid aſide all diſtin&ion . 
betwixt ſacred and common things ; by which- means 
the whole Nation ,was in danger, of being over-ſpread 
with profancneſs- and irreligion. _ 

Bat bleſſed be the Name of. the-moſt high God for it, 
he was once more pleaſed to appear for us, andin a mi- 
raculous manner to reſtore our Common Prayer to his 
Church, together with our Gracious Soveraign +o his 
Kingdoms. But what ſhall we render to the Lord for fo . 
great a Bleſling as this is? All that he expects, or we can - 
give him forit , is only to- make the beſt uſe of it that - 
we can.., This "theretore is' that which I now pray and + 
beſeech you all for. the future: to do.” Db not * think: it 
enough to be for the Common Prayer, tir6 come Lye K 
and then to hear it. This you may do*, "nigh! 
and yet receive. no more benefit by it” ; "An as. if There 
was none at all to be received. Which therefore can. 'by - 
no means be imputed to the' Common Prayer its ſelf , but - 
to the negligence of thoſe that uſe it.. Neither muſt you 
think it enough to talk high for it ,. or to. rail at hols 
wp are not ſo happy as to be rightly informed about - 

- But rather .t * all opportunities to inform them , 
= by all means poſlible to convince them of the Excel- . 
lency.and Ulefulneſs of it. . Which you can never do ſo - 
effeQually , as by your out-ſtripping and exceeding then - 


in Vertue and Good Works. For this is and ever will be 
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_ 
"a plain demonſtration, that the Common Prayer is in- 
geed far more _edifying , than thoſe new Modes of Reli- 
gion ,' which-they areſo unhappily ſeduced igto. That 
therefore you'rhay 'do- this, and fo both experience in 
-your felyes and demonſtrate unto others, the truth and 
certainty of what you have now heard, concerning the 
Common Prayer , I defire you to-obſerve-theſe-few-Rules 
in the aſing of it. | 


Firſt, Come not to our Publick Prayers only out 'of 
'Cuſtom or for Faſhion ſake, as the manner of ſome is:, 
but out of a ſincere obedience to Gods Commands , and 
with a fare truſt and ' confidence in his Promiſes for : his 
Blefling upon what'you do. For which end it wilt be ve- 
ry good as you go to Church, to bethink your felves.whi- 
ther you are going , and what you are to do there, that 
 ſolaying aſide 'all other -buſineſs, you may put your 
ſelves tnto-a right - temper for ſo great a work. 


Second(y,Frequent our Publick Prayers asoften as con- 
* veniently you can. The oftner you are at them , the 
better you will like them, and the more edified you 
will be by them. And therefore do not fatisfie your ſelves 
with hearing them once a Week. In this City, as alſo in 
many other places of the: Kingdom , eſpectatly where 
there are Cathedrals,” or Collegiate Churches , you may 
enjoy the benefit of them publickly. every day , and ſo 
keep your hearts continually in .an holy and heavenly 
frame, and always live as becometh Chriſtians: - And if 
you neglect ſuch opportnnities.as are now put into your 
hands, you will one day wiſh you had not ;:but then 

wiſhing wili do no good. 


Thirdly, If poſſible, come always at the beginning of-_ 
Divine Service. ' Otherwiſe you' will certainly miſs of 
ſomething that would have been edifying to you, and 
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perhaps of: that , which at that time might have -done- 
you:more good than-allthe reſt. Neither will you: loſe. 
the. benefit only of part of-it , but in- ſome meaſure of. 
the whole too. All the parts of it being linked topether- 
in ſo excellent a manner-and method , that they a 
and aſſiſt each other. So that nothing can be omitted: 
either by Miniſter. or People ,. but. the whole will ſuffer by. 
it , and loſe ſomething of that Vertue and Efficacy, which. 
otherwiſe you. would find. .in-it.. | 


Fourth ly, All. the while that you are in Gods Houſe, 
carry your ſelves as in his ſpecial preſence, and ſuitabl 
tothe work you are about; ſtanding while you -praiſe- 
God , and- kneeling while you pray uato him, as our 
Church hath direed you. For though theſe may ſeem: 
- bur little things in themſelves, yet they are of great 
conſequence , . both to our Worſhipping of God aright, 
and alſo to-our being edified by what. we do, as I have. 


ſhewed before. 


Laſtly, Take ſpecial care all along to keep your minds. 
intent upon: the matter in hand. When you confeſs your: 
fins toGod,, do it with an-hearty and ſincere Repentance- 
for all theErrors of your life paſt. When the Abſoluti-- 

on - is pronounced: receive-it with a firm and ſtedfaſt. 
Faith in. Chriſt your Saviour. When you-repeat or ſing, 
the Hymns and-Pſfalms , | raiſe up your Spirits as high as. 
you can to joyn- with thoſe above in praiſing and mag-- 
nifying. the. Eternal God. When the Word of God is. 
read., hearken-diligently.unto it , and conſider ſeriouſly 
what he that made you ſaith to you, and requireth of 
you., and-reſolve by his Bleſſing to believe and - live ac-. 
cordingly,. And all the while that-you are upon your 
knees, putting up your- Petitions to the moſt high God, 
let your whole Souls be employed in it, earneſtly deſiring 
the good things you pray for at his Gracious hands, and: 
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finmbly confiding on his faithful Promiſes for the grant- 
ing of them; Bycthis means you will: petforint reafenkble 
ſervice unto God ; and by confequence' that which will 
be very acceptable unto him , and as profitable and edt. 
fying to your ſelves, Whereas they that do not obſerve 
this Rule, cannot be properly ſaid to pray, 'or ſerve:/God 
at 211, And therefore it is no wonder that they cone 'to 
Church , and hear the Common Prayer read, :and yetare 
no way edified by it. Indeed it is impoſſible that they 
ſhould. For as much as all the benefit and edification- 
that wecan poſſibly receive from any-of our Deyotions', 
depends very much upon the due intention of our minds 
mn the performance of them. To which, as'I have 
ſhewn, both a Form of Prayer in general , and ours in- 
particular , 1s a very great help. | 


' Do but obſerve theſe plain and neceſſary Rules in uſing. 
of the Common Prayer (without which you cannot be 
truly ſaid to uſe , but rather to abuſe it) and you will 
foon find what 1 have ſaid about it to be true , even that 
Al. things init are done to Fdifying. And therefore EL 
would to God that not © only you that hear me at this. 
time,- butall the people of the Nation could be once per- 
ſwadedto do ſo. What an holy Nation , what a peculi- 
ar People ſhould we then beeome? How Pious towards. 
God ? How Loyal to our Soveraign ? How Juſt and Cha- 
ritable to one another ? For by our conſtant Worſhip- 
ping Almighty God in ſo ſolemn and devout a manner as 
this-is, our hearts-would be-over-awed with ſo great a 
fear of his Divine Majeſty, that we ſhould never dare 
willingly to offend him. Our minds would be filled and: 
impregnated with ſuch a ſenſe of his power and foveraign- 
ty, that we ſhould honour and revyere it in thoſe alſo 
whom he hath ſet over us. Our jwhole Souls would be 
raiſed up ſo much above the World , that we ſhould not 
do an ill ac to gain it wholly to.our ſelyes. In ſhort , 
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hſafed to-us , 10in.a particular manner for our þe- 
ing Members.of ſuch.an Apoſtolical Church., -wherea all 
things.are done to editying. 

' Which God of his Infinite Mercy grant we m ay all do 


* 3 


In and through our Lord ang. Saviqur Jeſus Chriſt, to 


whom with the Father and Holy Ghoſt, be all Ear 
and Glory, World without end. - Amen, | 


